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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 8 December 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1,4.5,8 and 17-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1,4,5,8 and 17-26 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IZI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to tlie drawing(s) be lield in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . This application lias been examined, Claims 1 ,4,5,8 and 1 7-26 are pending in 
this application. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. Applicant's arguments, see page 7 of paper, filed 1 2/1 8/08, with respect to Toyoda 
'415 and Yamamoto '150 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the previous rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of. Fantone et al. (6,549,295). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,4,5,8 and 17-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Fantone et al. (6,549,295). 

Regarding claim 1, Fantone et al. discloses an image transmitting device (see Fig. 1, 
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item 112) comprising combining process means (140) for generating a composite 
image by joining a plurality of original images (e.g. see fig. 2); storing means (reads on 
figs. 1 and 6b, which describe a host computer that can store images as depicted in fig. 
6b) for storing the composite image generated by the combining process means and the 
original images that the composite image comprises together with corresponding 
combining data (combining data as format to be printed as depicted in fig. 6c) required 
for generating the composite image (see figs. 1-7 ) , and selection process means 
(reads on fig. 6b) for executing a selection process that outputs one or more of the 
composite image, original images, or combining data (reads on fig. 6b, which allows 
user to select one image or multiple of images to be merged or combined) as output 
data to an output destination device (output destination such as 120 or 122, see col. 3, 
lines 1-9) specified as the destination for image transmission (e.g. col. 1-67) and 
selection means further comprises: selecting output data based on predetermined 
based on the attributes of the output destination (reads on col. 3, lines 5-9, the attribute 
could be the different resolution of the printer). 

With regard to claim 4, Fantone et al. further teaches wherein the selection process 
means executes the selection process based on user specifications (e.g. reads on fig. 
6b). 

With Regard to claims 5 and 25, the limitations of claims 5 and 25 are covered by the 
limitations of claim 1 above. 



With regard to claim 8, Fantone et al. further teaches that the selection process in the 
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selection process step is executed based on user specifications (reads on fig. 6b). 

Witli regard to claim 17, Fantone et al. discloses wherein the election process means 
executes the selection process to selectively output one of the original images and 
combining and composite images based on properties of the output destination device 
(reads on fig.1 and fig. 6b and col. 9, line 64 thru col. 10, line 6, which clearly depicts 
how any image can be stored and later can be further process and combine with 
another image to create a merged or composite image) . 

With regard to claims 18 and 19, Fantone et al. further teaches a storage means 
(inherently reads on the harddrive of the computer 112) comprises a single physical 
memory (inherently reads on the figs. 1 , and 6b, which clearly suggests that images are 
merged and stored in files). 

With regard to claim 20, Fantone et al. further teaches wherein the images are 
obtained from a scanner (reads on fig. 1 , item 104). 

With regard to claim 21, the limitations of claim 21 are covered by the limitations of 
claims 1 and 17 above. 

With regard to claims 22-24 and 26, the limitations of claims 22-24 and 26 are covered 
by the limitations of claims 1 and 17 above, (clearly the ability to combine images can 
result in the storing of combined original images, and taking this created combined 
image and combining it with another image, clearly fig. 6b depicts that a single case can 
be selected to be printed). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Anabuki et al. (6,441,913) teaches am image processing apparatus for merging 
images. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel I. Garcia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7434. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM-6:00 
PM. The fax phone number for this group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 

be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

/Gabriel I Garcia/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

Gabriel I. Garcia 
Primary Examiner 
IVIarch 8, 2009 



